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The Bridge

Step 1

Text: Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”

Question: In the beginning, who was there? Answer: God.

Question: What did he do? Answer: He made heaven and earth.

NOW write ‘God’

Step 2

Text: Genesis 1:26-27 “Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, in our

likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over

the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the

ground. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created

him; male and female he created them.”

Question: What did God make on the last day of creation? What were they like?

Answer: God made people in His own image. Question: What do you think

this means? Does it mean we look like God? Answer: No, we can’t see God

so it doesn’t mean we look like him. We can see what he does. Clue: How

are people different than animals? Conclusion: People are special in God’s

eyes.

NOW draw an arrow down from God and write ‘People’.

Step 3

Text: Genesis 6:5 “The LORD saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth

had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil

all the time.”

Question: What did God see when He looked at the earth? Answer: People’s

wickedness.

Question: What did people think about in their hearts? Answer: Evil.



Question: How often did they think like this? Answer: Continually.

NOW draw an arrow down and turning to the left from ‘People’ and write

‘Sin’.

Step 4

Text: Isaiah 53:6 “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to

his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”

Question: What does this compare people to? Answer: Sheep.

Question: Where did sheep go? Answer: They went astray.

Question: What happens when sheep go astray? Answer: It is dangerous. They

may be stolen, killed, hurt.

Question: If people are like sheep and sheep went astray, what do we know

about people? Answer: People strayed away from God.

Draw an arrow from the word ‘Sin’ going away from God. Write ‘People’

opposite God.

Step 5

Say, We can understand the separation between people and God by drawing

these two mountains.

NOW draw in the 2 cliffs.

Because of sin, people were separated from God who is holy. Now we will look

at what the New Testament says about these things.

NOW draw a stick figure person on the left cliff turned away from God.

Step 6

Text: Roman 3:23 “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”

Question: What did people do? Answer: They sinned.
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Question: Which people sinned? Answer: All people.

Question: Does this include me? Answer: Yes.

Question: Does this include you? Answer: Yes.

NOW write the word ‘Sin’ on the left side. Question: What is the meaning

of sin? Sin in Chinese means criminal but in God’s eyes, sin is when we

disobey him. Sin can be something we do, say, or think.

NOW write the word ‘Sin’ on the left side.

Step 7

Text: Roman 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death……”

Question: What other effect did sin have on people? Answer: Sin causes people

to die.

NOW draw arrow down and write the word ‘Death’.

Step 8

Text: Hebrew 9:27 “Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face

judgment”

Question: What will people face after they die? Answer: Judgment.

NOW draw down arrow and write ‘Judgment’.

Step 9

Text: 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 “He will punish those who do not know God and do

not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting

destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of

his power”

Question: According to verse 9, what will people receive from God in the

Judgment?

Answer: Punishment.

NOW draw slightly longer down arrow and write ‘Punishment’.



Question: How does it describe the punishment? Answer: Eternal destruction &

exclusion from God.

NOW list the 2 punishment descriptions.

Step 10

Say, people wanted to avoid such a terrible punishment, so they tried to find a

way to bring themselves to God.

Text: Ephesians 2:8-9 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—

and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one

can boast.”

Question: According to verse 8, people are saved by what? Answer: Through faith.

Question: Is it from themselves? Answer: No. Question: Where does it come

from? Answer: It is a gift from God.

Question: Is it from works? Answer: No. Question: Why not? Answer: So people

will not boast.

NOW draw the first partial bridge (that falls short) and label it: ‘Good works’.

Many other things people do to try to make themselves acceptable to God.

While they all seem to be good, unfortunately, none of them are successful

because they do not solve the problem of sin.

NOW add 2 or 3 other partial bridges: ‘Education’, ‘Religion’, ‘Morality’

Here we have seen that everyone has sinned against God, that they will receive a

terrible punishment and that there is no action they can take to rescue

themselves. This is bad news! What can be done?

The Good News is that when people could not find their own solution, God

provided a solution.
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Say, ‘Jesus Christ is God the Father’s only Son’.

Step 11

Text: Romans 5:8 “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while

we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”

Question: How did God show His love toward us? Answer: While we were sinners,

Christ died for us.

When people could not build a bridge to God, God built a Bridge to people: the

Cross of Jesus Christ.

NOW draw the Cross between the two cliffs.

Text: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 “For what I received, I passed on to you as of first

importance; that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was

buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures…”

Question: What did Christ (Jesus) do? Answer: He died for our sins, was buried

and was raised on the third day. Question: What is amazing about what Jesus

did? Answer: He rose from the dead after three days.

NOW write “He Lives” above the cross.

NOW draw an arrow over top of the Cross from people’s side to God’s side.

Step 12a

Ask, ‘How can a person cross over this bridge to have eternal life with God?’

Text: John 5:24 “I tell you the truth, whoever hears My word and believes Him

who sent Me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over

from death to life.”

Question: This verse gives two conditions for eternal life—what are they? Answer:

Hear and believe.



NOW add ‘Hear’ and ‘Believe’ above the Cross.

Step 12b

Question: What three results can people enjoy if they meet these conditions?

Answer: Eternal life, not be condemned in the judgment, and cross over from

death to life.

NOW add these 3 results on the right side.

Step 13a

Say, ‘One other condition for crossing the bridge is given in this passage.’

Text: John 1:12 “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name,

he gave the right to become children of God”

Question: What is the other condition? Answer: A person must receive Jesus

Christ.

NOW add “Receive” above the bridge.

Step 13b

Text: “John 1:12 “Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His

name, He gave the right to become children of God”

Question: What result does God promise in this verse?

Answer: People who receive Jesus Christ become children of God.

NOW add this promise to the list on the right side.

NOW draw the person on his knees having crossed the Bridge to be on God’s

side.

Ask,

What is your opinion of what I shared with you?

Where are you now in this picture?

Do you want to receive Jesus now?
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When a person says they want to receive Jesus:

Why do you want to receive Jesus?

If they are sincere then:

John 14:6 “I am the way. . .” Question: What is the only way to come back to

God? Answer: By Jesus.

Luke 14:25-27 Regarding counting the cost. What does it mean to hate your

family and your own life?

Exodus 20: 12 Honor your father and mother. Matthew 22:37-39 Love the

Lord your God…

Question: What do these verses say about how we should treat our Father and

Mother and our life?

Answer: When there is a conflict between following Jesus and our family, Jesus

must come first.

Question: What does it mean to take up your cross? What did the cross

represent to Jesus? (Suffering and death). What might it cost you to follow

Jesus? Answer: We may have to suffer or die. Question: Do you still want to

receive him? If yes, continue.

Then have the person read:

I John 1:9, Romans 10:9-10,13, Acts 3:19 What do these verses say you need to

do to be forgiven and receive salvation?

Encourage the person to pray confessing, repenting and testifying to his/her

belief in what Jesus has done. Romans 10:13 says if they call on Jesus they will be

saved. Praying is talking to God.


